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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 1-23 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for automatically maintaining a file system, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a maintenance schedule that specifies that a file system maintenance process is 
to be performed periodically or continuously; 

receiving a usage goal that defines the amount of free disk space on a target that is to be 
attained when the file system maintenance process is performed, the target comprising at least a 
portion of a file system: 

automatically performing the file system maintenance process periodically or 
continuously according to the maintenance schedule to attain the amount of free disk space on 
the target that is defined by the usage goal the file system maintenance process comprising the 
steps of: 

selecting files from the file system target for deletion so as to achieve a 
predet e rmined the usage level for the file syst e m goal ; and 
deleting the files that were selected[[,]] 
automatically performing wherein the selecting step and the deleting step are performed 
automatically according to a maintenance schedule . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the selecting step of the file 
system maintenance process includes the sub-steps of: 

sorting the files using a sorting algorithm to produce a sorted list of files; and 
selecting files beginning at the top of the sorted list until deletion of the selected files 
would achieve the predetermined usage lev e l for the file system goal . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein the sorting algorithm sorts files by 
file creation date or file size. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the pred e termined usage level 
specifies goal defines a percentage of usag e of the file system free disk space on the target that is 
to be attained, or an a total amount of usage of the fil e system free disk space on the target that is 
to be attained . 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the predetermin e d usage level 
specifies goal defines a percentage by which to reduce usage of the file system target, or an 
amount by which to reduce usage of the file system target , 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising wherein in the step of 
receiving the predetermined usage level goal the usage goal is received from a user. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, further comprising the step of: 
receiving a selection of a main the target from the user, the target including a main target 

identifying a portion of the file system that is to be maintained , whe r ein the s e lecting step and the 
del e ting step arc performed on the main target . 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7, further comprising th e st e p of : receiving a 
selection of wherein the target further includes at least one additional target f r om the us er, each 
additional target identifying another portion of the file system that is to be maintained , wherein 
the selecting step and the deleting step are also performed on the additional ta r get . 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising wherein in the step of 
receiving the maintenance schedule , the maintenance schedule is received from a user. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the maintenance schedule 
specifies that the s e lecting step and the d e leting st e p ar e file system maintenance process is to be 
performed automatically at a defined periodic interval or at a plu r ality of defined times in the 
future. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) A machine-readable medium encoded with a program for 
automatically maintaining a file system, said program containing instructions for performing the 
steps of: 

receiving a maintenance schedule that specifies that a file system maintenance process is 
to be performed periodically or continuously; 

receiving a usage goal that defines the amount of free disk space on a target that is to be 
attained when the file system maintenance process is performed, the target comprising at least a 
portion of a file system; 

automatically performing the file system maintenance process periodically or 
continuously according to the maintenance schedule to attain the amount of free disk space on 
the target that is defined by the usage goal the file system maintenance process comprising the 
steps of: 

selecting files from the file system target for deletion so as to achieve a 
p r edetermined the usage level for the file system goal ; and 
deleting the files that were selected[[,]] 
wherein the s e l e cting step and the deleting step are performed automatically according to 
a maintenance sch e dule . 

12. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium of claim 11, wherein the selecting 
step of the file system maintenance process includes the sub-steps of: 

sorting the files using a sorting algorithm to produce a sorted list of files; and 
selecting files beginning at the top of the sorted list until deletion of the selected files 
would achieve the pr e determin e d usage level for the file syst e m goal . 

13. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium of claim 1 1 , wherein the 
p r edetermined usage level s p ecifies goal defines a percentage of usage of the file system free disk 
space on the target that is to be attained , or a total an amount of usage of the file system free disk 
space on the target that is to be attained , a percentage by which to reduce usage of the file system; 
or an amount to reduce usag e of the file syst e m . 
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14. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium of claim 13, wherein said program 
further contains instructions for performing in the step of receiving the p r edetermin e d usage level 
goal, the usage goal is received from a user. 

15. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium of claim 14, wherein said program 
further contains instructions for performing the step of: 

receiving a selection of a main the target from the user, the target including a main target 
identifying a portion of the file system that is to be maintained , wherein the s e lecting step and the 
deleting step are p e rformed on the main ta r g e t . 

16. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium of claim 14, wherein said program 
further contains instructions for performing in the step of receiving the maintenance schedule , the 
maintenance schedule is received from the user. 

17. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable medium of claim 16, wherein the 
maintenance schedule specifies that the s e l e cting step and the del e ting step are file system 
maintenance process is to be performed automatically at a defined periodic interval or at a 
plurality of defined times in the future. 
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18. (Currently Amended) A system for automatically maintaining a file system, said system 
comprising: 

a maintenance option definition interface for receiving a maintenance schedule that 
specifies that file system maintenance is to be performed periodically or continuously, and for 
receiving a usage goal that defines the amount of free disk space on a target that is to be attained 
when the file system maintenance is performed, the target comprising at least a portion of a file 
system; and 

a file system maintenance module for automatically performing the file system 
maintenance periodically or continuously according to the maintenance schedule to attain the 
amount of free disk space on the target that is defined by the usage goal the file system 
maintenance module comprising: 

a file selector for selecting files from the file system target for deletion so 
as to achieve a predetermin e d the usage l e vel fo r the file system goal ; and 
a file remover for deleting the files that were selected[[,]] 
whe r ein th e file selector and th e file r emove r automatically operate according to a 
maintenance schedule . 

19. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 18, wherein the file selector sorts the files 
using a sorting algorithm to produce a sorted list of files, and selects files beginning at the top of 
the sorted list until deletion of the selected files would achieve the predetermin e d usage level for 
the file system goal . 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 18, wherein the predetermined usage level 
specifies goal defines a percentage of usage of the file system free disk space on the target that is 
to be attained , or a total an amount of usage of the file system free disk space on the target that is 
to be attained , a percentage by which to reduc e usage of th e file system, or an amount to r e duce 
usage of the file syst e m . 
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21 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 20, further comprising a user wherein the 
maintenance option definition interface for receiving receives the predetermined usage level goal 
from a user. 

22. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 2 1 , 

wherein the user maintenance option definition interface also receives a selection of a 
mam the target from the user, the target including a main target identifying a portion of the file 
system that is to be maintained , and the file selector and the file r emove r ope r ate on the main 
target. 



23. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 21, wherein the user maintenance option 
definition interface also receives the maintenance schedule from the user. 



